[Diagnosis of Yersinia pestis].
There is no plaque case report in Taiwan since 1952. However, it is necessary to set up a laboratory system to investigate the distribution of Yersinia pestis in the natural environment to implement the public policy for preventing plague. Besides the traditional methods; e.g. culture, microscopic observation, biochemical characteristics, anti-F1 antigen detection by slide agglutination, immunofluorescence, and phage lytic assay, PCR was used as rapid screening test in our study. These laboratory methods were used to examine whether the flea samples harvested in King-Men island carry Y. pestis. The results showed that the flea index per mouse was high but no Y. pestis was detected in the fleas.